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PROCESS FOR PRODUCING
OXOCHLORIDES OF SULFUR

This application claims the priority benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Application 60/022,498, filed Jun. 28, 1996.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a process for the manufacture of
sulfuryl chloride and/or thionyl chloride by the reaction of
chlorine (Cl,) with sulfur dioxide (SO.,) in the presence of
a carbon catalyst. More particularly, this invention relates to
a process for the manufacture of sulfuryl chloride and/or
thionyl chloride with minimal catalyst degradation.

BACKGROUND

The production of sulfuryl chloride by the reaction of
chlorine with sulfur dioxide in the presence of a carbon
catalyst is a well known process. Typically, chlorine and
sulfur dioxide are dissolved in a solvent (e.g., sulfuryl
chloride) before contact with a carbon catalyst (see U.S. Pat.
No. 5,498,400). Thionyl chloride is typically made by
reacting sulfur dioxide with chlorine and sulfur dichloride in
the presence of a carbon catalyst (see, e.g., Ullmann’s
Encyclopedia of Industrial Chemistry 5% edition, Vol. A25,
pp. 627-629). Carbon catalysts are known to degrade during
such processes. Therefore, there is an interest in developing
processes in which the amount of carbon degradation is
minimized.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A process for producing at least one of sulfuryl chloride
and thionyl chloride is provided which comprises contacting
a mixture comprising sulfur dioxide and chlorine with
carbon. In accordance with this invention, the carbon (1) has
an active metal content of less than 1000 ppm by weight, and
(2) loses about 12% of its weight, or less, when sequentially
heated in air for the following times and temperatures; 125°
C. for 30 minutes, 200° C. for 30 minutes, 300° C. for 30
minutes, 350° C. for 45 minutes, 400° C. for 45 minutes,
450° C. for 45 minutes and finally at 500° C. for 30 minutes.
Typically the contact is at a temperature of about 300° C., or
less.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with this invention, oxychloride of sulfur
(ie., SO,CL, and/or SOCL,) is produced using a carbon
which resists degradation. The formation of SO,CL, is low
at higher temperatures (e.g., temperatures above 100° C.).

An important aspect of the present invention relates to
improving the production of sulfuryl chloride produced by
contacting sulfur dioxide and chlorine with carbon. The
improvement can be employed in connection with any of
those carbon-based processes used commercially or
described in the art (e.g., the process disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 5,498,400 for the production of sulfuryl chloride).

The reaction is strongly exothermic. The reaction may be
done in the vapor phase; more typically, the reaction is done
by dissolving the chlorine and sulfur dioxide reactants in a
solvent such as carbon tetrachloride or sulfuryl chloride
itself, and passing the solution over the catalyst.

As used in connection with this invention, the term
“active metals” means metals included in the group consist-
ing of transition metals of groups 3 to 10, boron, aluminum
and silicon. Carbon which contains less than about 1000
ppm by weight of active metals is employed. Iron is con-
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sidered a particularly harmful active metal (i.e., the greater
the amount of iron the larger the amount of carbon tetra-
chloride produced). It is preferred to use carbons which not
only have an active metal content of less than about 1000
ppm by weight, but also contain less than about 100 ppm by
weight of iron (and more preferably less than about 80 ppm
by weight iron). It is also preferable to use carbons which
contain less than 200 ppm by weight of sulfur and less than
200 ppm by weight of phosphorus (and more preferably less
than 100 ppm by weight each, of phosphorus and sulfur).
The carbons used for the process of this invention also
exhibit substantial weight stability when heated in air. More
particularly, when heated in air at 125° C. for 30 minutes,
followed by heating at 200° C. for 30 minutes, followed by
heating at 300° C. for 30 minutes, followed by heating at
350° C. for 45 minutes, followed by heating at 400° C. for
45 minutes, followed by heating at 450° C. for 45 minutes
and finally followed by heating at 500° C. for 30 minutes,
the carbons employed for the process of this invention lose
about 12% of their weight, or less. This sequence of time and
temperature conditions for evaluating the effect of heating
carbon samples in air is defined herein as the “WVC
Temperature Test”. The WVC Temperature Test may be run
using thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA). Carbons which
when subjected to the WVC Temperature Test lose about
12% of their weight, or less, are considered to be advanta-
geously oxidatively stable.

Carbon from any of the following sources are useful for
the process of this invention; wood, peat, coal, coconut
shells, bones, lignite, petroleum-based residues and sugar.
Commercially available carbons which may be used in this
invention include those sold under the following trademarks:
Barneby & Sutcliffe™, Darco™, Nuchar™, Columbia
JXN™, Columbia LCK™, Calgon PCB™, Calgon BPL™,
Westvaco™, Norit™ and Barnaby Cheny NB™. The carbon
support can be in the form of powder, granules, or pellets, or
the like.

Preferred carbons include acid-washed carbons (e.g., car-
bons which have been treated with hydrochloric acid or
hydrochloric acid followed by hydrofluoric acid). Acid
treatment is typically sufficient to provide carbons which
contain less than 1000 ppm of active metals. Suitable acid
treatment of carbons is described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,136,113.
Particularly preferred carbons include three dimensional
matrix porous carbonaceous materials. Examples are those
described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,978,649, which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. Of note are
three dimensional matrix carbonaceous materials which are
obtained by introducing gaseous or vaporous carbon-
containing compounds (e.g., hydrocarbons) into a mass of
granules of a carbonaceous material (e.g., carbon black);
decomposing the carbon-containing compounds to deposit
carbon on the surface of the granules; and treating the
resulting material with an activator gas comprising steam to
provide a porous carbonaceous material. A carbon-carbon
composite material is thus formed.

The carbon surface area as determined by BET measure-
ment is preferably greater than about 100 m?*/g and more
preferably greater than about 300 m?/g.

It is known from dissociation equilibria that at 70° C.,
(b.p. of sulflryl chloride at 1 atm. is 69.1 ° C.), about 50%
of the sulfuryl chloride is dissociated into sulfur dioxide and
chlorine, and that at about 120° C. the sulfuryl chloride is
almost completely dissociated. Accordingly, the temperature
of the sulfuryl chloride reaction is typically about 70° C., or
less (e.g., in the range of from 0° C. to 70° C.). Preferably,
the temperature of the process is from about 0° C. to 30° C.
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We have found that carbon catalyst degradation during
production of oxochlorides of sulfur is accompanied by the
production of carbon tetrachloride (formed by the reaction
of chlorine with the carbon catalyst). Thus, the carbon
tetrachloride formation is considered to be inversely corre-
lated to catalyst life (i.c., the more carbon tetrachloride
produced, the shorter the catalyst life). The use of the
oxidatively stable carbons results in reducing the carbon
tetrachloride formation and in increased catalyst life.
Moreover, the use of oxidatively stable carbons which in
accordance with this invention have low active metal
contents, further improves catalyst life.

Without further elaboration, it is believed that one skilled
in the art can, using the description herein, utilize the present
invention to its fillest extent. The following specific embodi-
ments are, therefore, to be construed as merely illustrative,
and does not constrain the remainder of the disclosure in any
way whatsoever.

EXAMPLES

General Reaction Procedure

A %" (127 mm) O.D. x15" (381 mm) Inconel™ 600
nickel alloy tube containing a 100 mesh (0.015 mm)
Monel™ nickel alloy screen is used as the reactor. The
reactor is charged with about 8 mL of the respective carbon
catalysts. The presence of SO,Cl, and/or SOCL, is con-
firmed by GC/mass spectral analysis.

General Analytical Procedure

The reactor efflluent is sampled on-line with a Hewlett
Packard HP 5890 gas chromatograph using a 1.05 m long,
0.25 mm LI.D. column containing Restak% RTX-1 Cross-
bond 100% dimethyl polysiloxane. Gas chromatographic
conditions are 50° C. for 10 minutes followed by tempera-
ture programming to 200° C. at a rate of 15° C./minute. The
smallest amount of carbon tetrachloride that can be quanti-
tatively identified is about 40 ppm by weight.

Thermal Analysis Procedure

Thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA) is done using a TA
Instruments analyzer. The TGA experiments are done in air
at a flow rate of 80 mL/min. The carbon sample is heated in
air for the following times and temperatures: 125° C. for 30
minutes, 200° C. for 30 minutes, 300° C. for 30 minutes,
350° C. for 45 minutes, 400° C. for 45 minutes, 450° C. for
45 minutes and finally at 500° C. for 30 minutes. The weight
loss is measured after completion of the heating cycle.

EXAMPLE 1

The carbon sample is a three-dimensional porous carbon-
aceous carbon. The active metal content of the carbon is
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about 600 ppm and the surface area is about 400 m*/g. The
weight loss for this carbon under the thermal analysis
procedure is less than 10%. The reaction is run at tempera-
tures of 30° C., 125° C. and 300° C. A 1:1 molar ratio
mixture of sulfur dioxide and chlorine is passed over the
catalyst. At 30° C. and a 10 second contact time, the
presence of SO,Cl, is confirmed by GC/mass spec analysis
and no CCl, is detected. At 125° C. and an 18 second contact
time, the presence of a small amount of SOCL, is detected by
GC/mass spec analysis. No CCl, and no SO,Cl, are
detected. At 300° C. and a 12 second contact time, the
presence of SOCL, and a trace amount (<40 ppm by weight)
of CCl, are detected by GC/mass spec analysis. No SO,Cl,
is detected.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE

The Comparative Example is run under the same condi-
tions as the example above using a commercially available
acid-washed carbon with an active metal content of about
1.0. The weight loss for this carbon under the thermal
analysis procedure is also less than 10%. At 125° C. and an
18 second contact time, the presence of a small amount of
SOCIL, and a trace of SO,Cl, are detected by GC/mass spec
analysis. No CCl, is detected. At 300° C. and a 12 second
contact time, the presence of SOCl, and significant amounts
(about 300 ppm by weight) of CCl, are detected by GC/mass
spec analysis. No SO,CL, is detected.

What is claimed is:
1. A process for producing at least one of sulfuryl chloride
and thionyl chloride, comprising:

contacting a mixture comprising SO, and Cl, at about
300° C. or less with carbon having an active metal
content of less than 1000 ppm by weight and a weight
loss of about 12%, or less, in the WVC Temperature
Test.

2. The process of claim 1 wherein sulfuryl chloride is
produced and the catalyst contact is at a temperature in the
range of from 0° C. to 70° C.

3. The process of claim 2 wherein the carbon is acid-
washed.

4. The process of claim 2 wherein the carbon is a
three-dimensional matrix carbonaceous material.

5. The process of claim 2 wherein the carbon is obtained
by introducing gaseous or vaporous hydrocarbons into a
mass of carbon black granules; decomposing the hydrocar-
bons to deposit carbon on the surface of the granules; and
treating the resulting material with an activator gas com-
prising steam to provide a porous carbonaceous material.

6. The process of claim 2 wherein the carbon contains less
than about 100 ppm by weight iron.
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